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Opening Remarks 

  Miquel Salmeron, Director of Materials Sciences Division 
  Mark Alper, Deputy Division Director, Materials Sciences 

Division 
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Agenda 

  MSD Safety Committee 
  Membership 

  Recent incidents/injuries 
  More injuries from broken glassware 
  Ergonomic injury 

  Other Topics 
  Transporting Chemicals 
  LOTO rules change 
  Continued availability of Viton Gloves 
  Cryogen Policy Change 
  Area lead approach (reminder) 
  Viton gloves 

  Building Issues 
  B66 elevator work 
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Administrative Issues 

MSD Safety Committee 

Membership 
Roles 
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MSD Safety Committee 
Membership and Liaisons 

Chair and Deputy Chair:   
Rick Kelly, Joel Ager 

Building Managers:  
Gilbert Torres (62, 66, 67), John Turner (72),  

MSD EHS Administrative Support: 
 Susan Waters 

Electrical Safety Repairs: 
 Jim Severns (MSD) 

MSD EH&S Technician: 
 Paul Johnson 
 Carleton Falzone 

SAC Representative 
 Erik Anderson 

Liaisons: 
EH&S Liaison to MSD:  

Larry Mclouth 

Waste Generator Assistant Liaison: 
 Howard Hansen (EHS) 

Representative  Group


Joel Ager 
Ager�
Ke Min 
Blackwell

Edith Bourret-Courchesne 
Bourret-Courchesne

Ron Tackaberry         
CXRO

Marca Doeff               
DeJonghe/Visco

Oscar Dubon 
Dubon

Steve Wu 
Dynes

Christian Papp         
Fadley

Jeff Beeman                  
Haller/EMAT

Kunihari Takei 
Javey

Blandine Jerome 
Jerome

Hyunyong Choi           
Kaindl

Daniel Garcia              
Lanzara�
Zuzanna Lilienthal 
Liliental-Weber

Michael Connolly      
Molecular Foundry/Bertozzi

Tracy Mattox        
Molecular Foundry/Alivisatos

Bruce Harteneck 
Molecular Foundry/Bokor

Yi Liu 
Molecular Foundry/Fretchet/Svec

David Prendergast 
Molecular Foundry/Louie

David Bunzow 
Molecular Foundry User Program

Doreen Ah Tye            
NCEM

Matthew Langner     
Orenstein

Joseph Lemberg                  
Ritchie

Paul Ashby                
Salmeron/Molecular Foundry

Yi Zhu       
Schoenlein

Robert Baker,                   
Somorjai

Grace Lau                
Tomsia


Each LBNL-based research group in MSD, including each program in the Molecular Foundry, will 
designate a primary and backup representative to serve on the Safety Committee 
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Near Misses and Accidents 
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LBNL Injuries from Glassware and 
Needles 2006-2009 

  MSD accounts 
for 7/21 of these 
injuries 

  Area for 
Improvement 
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Injuries from Broken Glassware 

  Several injuries 
every year on 
broken glassware 

  Most occur when 
trying to pull 
tubing off of 
glassware 

  Cut tubing off, do 
not pull it off 
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Injuries from Broken Glassware 

  Lubricate tubes 
before penetrating 
rubber stoppers 

  Even lubrication with 
DI water is better than 
attempting it dry 
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Injuries from Broken Glassware 

  If glassware is to be 
used under pressure 
or vacuum, inspect it 
thoroughly prior to 
use 

  Even large scratches 
can lead to container 
failure under stress 
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Ergonomic Injuries Continue 

  Often the more 
serious injuries are 
associated with: 
  Delays in reporting the 

problem 
  Changes in work 
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Overall, MSD has had few serious accidents 



Other Issues 
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New Rules on Transporting Hazardous Materials 

  Increased ability to 
hand carry and 
drive chemicals 
around 

  New rules to do so 



Reminder-Rules for LOTO/Energized Electrical Work 

•  Lock out/tag out (LOTO) or energized electrical 
work can only be performed by people who have 
the required training and are authorized via an 
activity hazard document 

•  AHDs in place: 
— Ion Implanter in B2 
— Accelerator in B62 

•  AHDs in works: 
— Salmeron Group 
— CXRO Nanofab 
— Division Electronics Tech 
— Schoenlein group 



New Policy On Cryogens 

•  New policy to be published shortly 
•  Each lab that uses large cryogen dewars will 

have to be assessed for the potential for oxygen 
deficiency 

•  Not likely to impact many labs, but there may be a 
few 

•  Possible requirement for oxygen deficiency 
monitor  



Viton Gloves 

•  Division office is stocking Viton rubber gloves, 
only gloves that will work for dichloromethane / 
methylene chloride 

•  Let Paul or Carleton know if you need some of 
these gloves--sizes from very small to huge 



Implementation of Area Lead Approach 

•  Only formal supervisors (PI’s and others) are allowed to approve 
JHAs and thus authorize work in MSD (act as “work lead” per 
LBNL policy) 

•  Supervisors are encouraged to appoint “area safety leads” to 
help: 
— Required if you manage >10 people 
— Provide on-the-job training 
— Oversee safety in the labs 
— Help new people prepare or revise their JHAs 
— Perform other safety duties 
— Complete training intended for “work leads”* 

*Currently this training is in suspense 

The supervisor must ultimately approve the JHAs and authorize work! 



B66 Elevator Out Until March 

•  If you need to transport dewars or 
other heavy items up to the 3rod or 
4th floor, contact Gil Torres as far in 
advance as possible and the riggers 
will move the item for you. 

•  Do not attempt to move dewars via 
the stairs or the 3rd floor entrance 
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Other Topics and Issues 


